THE  SPANISH  WAR
a brief visit to the Riviera on important business, I re-
turned to Spain for the further operations round Madrid
in the Jarama sector and on the Guadalajara road. Mr,
W. F. Hartm, fresh from his experiences in Abyssinia,
had come out to Spam to represent the Daily Mail in
the meantime, and he saw much of the fighting at the
beginning of the year. When I returned I was accom-
panied by Mr Randolph S. Churchill, who was extremely
teen on making an early acquaintance with war con-
ditions. Unfortunately, there was in reality little chance
at this moment of going far forward on any active front.
Diplomatic necessity caused a veil to be drawn over
all points where any foreign volunteers, and especially
Italians, might be found, and so the General Staff did
not willingly countenance journalistic expeditions to the
front lines.
We were able, however, to go once or twice to the
front lines in the Aravaca district and to Robledo de
Chavela. A few bullets whistled overhead from time
to time, and when I told Randolph Churchill, he was sur-
prised and not a little disappointed. "I never heard
them," he said, and was visibly annoyed to learn that
he had been under fire for the first time in his life and
had been entirely ignorant of the fact. Later he was
able both to see and hear the Russian 4.y-inch shells
bursting in sufficient proximity to be quite well aware
of the fact.
Randolph Churchill was extremely anxious to ascertain
the treatment accorded to ordinary rank-and-file Red
prisoners. He repeated a statement of his father's that
grass may grow on battlefields but not on scaffolds, and
was much gratified when he was able after some persis-
tence to send an important exclusive announcement to
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